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Differing levels of word reading performance at pretest predict
fourth-grade struggling readers’ response to reading interventions
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Conclusions: 

Word reading is a
critical predictor of
response to
intervention for 
students with 
significant 
comprehension 
problems in the upper
elementary grades. 

Students with the
most substantial
word reading
problems may 
require more 
intensive and 

individualized treatments than 
students with greater word reading 
performance to show meaningful
progress in reading. 

Low word reading should 
be considered a
"trigger" for
additional 
assessment and 
highly intensive 
intervention.

More research is needed to determine why certain academic measures predict word reading proficiency group membership. 
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