
AN OVERVIEW

SCREENING FOR EMERGENT 
LITERACY DURING WELL VISITS 

The Role of  Pediatricians
The American Academy of Pediatr ics (AAP) recommends promoting l i teracy

during primary care vis its  and emphasizes the role pediatr ic ians play in
supporting school  readiness.  Pediatr ic ians are wel l  posit ioned to observe and

assess emergent l i teracy ski l ls  in young chi ldren—particularly those approaching
their  f irst  year of  school.  Despite this,  l i teracy assessments are not yet wel l

integrated into most pediatr ic  sett ings,  and their  use remains l imited.
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What is  “ The Reading House”?
The Reading House (TRH) is  a 14-page i l lustrative chi ldren’s book designed

to assess emergent l i teracy ski l ls  in 3-  and 4-year-olds during routine
wellness vis its.  Pediatr ic ians read the book with chi ldren and use a set of

prompts and questions as they go,  al lowing them to informally observe the
chi ld’s  l i teracy development in a fun and interactive way.

How Does It  Work?
Pediatr ic ians use scripted prompts to guide interaction as they read
together.

 For example:

• When viewing a garden f i l led with letters,  the pediatr ic ian might
ask:  “Can you name as many letters as you know?”

• When viewing a playroom scene, they might ask:  “Which toys on
this  page rhyme with the word ‘block’?”

For more information, visit improvingliteracy.org.
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