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Introduction  
Overview of The National Center on Improving Literacy (NCIL) 
The NCIL’s mission is to increase access to, and use of, evidence-based approaches to screen, identify, 
and teach pre-K to grade 12 students with literacy-related disabilities, including dyslexia. This tutorial is 
part one of a four-part series on key roles that families can play for children’s literacy success. Each of the 
four tutorials expands upon information in NCIL’s literacy briefs and infographics on these key roles: 

• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home 
• Learning About Your Child’s Reading Development 
• Partnering with Your Child’s School 
• Advocating for My Child’s Literacy Needs 

Purpose of and Intended Audience for the Tutorial 
The purpose of the tutorial is to expand upon information in NCIL’s Supporting Your Child’s Literacy 
Development at Home literacy brief and infographic. Go to improvingliteracy.org to access this literacy brief 
and infographic. In the tutorial, participants will learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help 
children develop as a reader from preschool through adolescence, all in an online experience. The tutorial 
is organized into three age group sections – preschool, elementary, and adolescent – with interactive 
content tailored to each age group. Each age group section of the tutorial includes a table of contents that 
can be used to tailor information to participants in a shorter, more targeted experience if needed. The 
intended audience for the tutorial is parents and caregivers of children in preschool through grade twelve. 
The online tutorial is available as a self-study, on demand resource on the NCIL website.  

Purpose and Organization of the Facilitator Guide 
The purpose of the facilitator guide is to provide information and materials to effectively facilitate the tutorial 
in-person as a workshop series and enable participants to achieve the learning objectives. All the materials 
in this guide can also be found in the Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development Implementation 
Toolkit. The facilitator guide is organized by the workshop sessions. Each workshop session includes: the 
intended learning objectives, needed materials and equipment, the big ideas, and the suggested facilitation 
procedure. Accompanying this guide are three PowerPoint files, each with facilitator notes, 
resource/activity directions, and guiding questions (where applicable). You may choose to have use the 
narration that accompanies the online tutorial or mute the narration and present the content yourself.  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/kit/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development
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Overview of the Workshop Series 
The Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home workshop series is divided into three strands: 
1) preschool; 2) elementary; and 3) adolescent. Each strand includes three workshop sessions each
lasting approximately one and a half hours.

The preschool strand has three sessions: 
1. Talking with Your Child and Helping Your Child with Speech Sounds and Letters
2. Talking About Books and Reading with Your Child
3. Asking Questions When Talking About or Reading Books

The elementary strand has three sessions: 
1. Reading With Your Child and Helping Your Child Understand What is Read
2. Helping Your Child with Speech Sounds and Sounding Out Words
3. Reading Together to Develop Fluency

The adolescent strand has three sessions: 
1. Reading with Your Child and Engaging in Conversations
2. Offering a Literacy-rich Environment and Modeling Reading and Writing Behaviors
3. Being a Media Mentor and Motivating Your Child to Read

This strand design is a suggestion only. Please adjust the number of sessions, content presentation, 
and/or session length based on your needs. For example, the strands can be broken down into six one -
hour sessions or the content-related preschool and elementary sessions can be combined to serve 
participants from both audiences. 

Please note that the elementary session Helping Your Child Sound Out Words and Reading Together to 
Develop Fluency may be relevant for participants of the adolescent strand. It is likely, however, that 
information would need to be translated for relevance to adolescents and examples substituted with more 
age appropriate ones. 

Example Dissemination Models 
The following three models are examples of ways to disseminate the tutorial to participants. Please use 
your judgement to determine the best dissemination model given your organization’s context, capacity, and 
experience. This may include considering other models not described here. 

Model 1: Blended Workshop Series- Traditional - This model combines online and in-person formats to 
share tutorial content. In this model, participants view sections of the online tutorial in-person with a 
facilitator across a series of sessions.  

Model 2: Blended Workshop Series- Flipped - This model combines online and in-person formats to share 
tutorial content. In this model, participants view sections of the online tutorial at home and then attend in-
person gatherings to discuss the content with a facilitator across a series of sessions.  

Model 3: Virtual Workshop Series - This model uses an online format to share tutorial content. In this 
model, participants view sections of the online tutorial virtually with a facilitator across a series of sessions. 

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
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Facilitator Roles and Responsibilities 
 
The facilitator plays a key role in successfully disseminating the tutorial in a workshop setting. He or she 
should be able to fulfill the roles and responsibilities of the facilitator, understand adult learning principles, 
and have a good rapport with parents and caregivers. The facilitator may participate in-person or virtually. 
If virtually, an on-site host is recommended to handle logistics and greet participants. 

Before the workshops, the facilitator: 
• Reviews the tutorial content, including videos and resources 
• Reads the session information in the facilitator guide  
• Prepares for the session by addressing information in the facilitator guide, including printing the 

PowerPoint in notes format for use during the workshop 
• Follows your organization’s participant communication and registration processes, including 

drafting and sending an agenda (see examples in Appendix) 

During the traditional or virtual blended workshops, the facilitator: 
• Plays the tutorial section videos, reviews the resources, and conducts the activities 
• Answers questions and provides clarification as needed 
• Poses guiding questions for reflection on content at specified times during the tutorial 
• Contextualizes and personalizes content, including what the information means for students with 

disabilities 

During the flipped blended workshops, the facilitator: 
• Reviews the tutorial section big ideas, reviews the resources and conducts the activities 
• Answers questions and provides clarification as needed 
• Poses guiding questions for reflection on content  
• Offers opportunities to extend learning as needed 
• Contextualizes and personalizes content, including what the information means for students with 

disabilities 

After the workshops, the facilitator: 
• Notes participant questions and comments that need addressing and plan to do so 
• Distributes and collects workshop evaluation forms. Then reviews and uses evaluation feedback 

and other information to inform the design, content, and/or delivery of future workshops 

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
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Preschool Strand 
Session 1: Talking with Your Child and Helping Your Child with Speech 
Sounds and Letters 
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s language and 
early literacy skills through conversation 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s ability to 
recognize speech sounds and identify letter-sound relationships 

• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their language and early 
literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• Scissors and one envelope per participant (for alphabet card deck)  
• One copy per participant (in presentation order): 

o Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home  
o Tips for Families: Engaging Children in Conversations  
o Route to Reading: Tune-up with Others and at Home 
o Tips for Families: Thick and Thin Conversations 
o Tips for Families: Asking Questions  
o Tips for Families: Expansions 
o Tips for Families: Novel Words  
o Route to Reading: Help Your Child Fuel Up 
o Route to Reading: Tune-up in the Community  
o Phonological Awareness Rhyme Game 
o Phonological Awareness Rhyme Game (Spanish) 
o Just Take 20 Alphabet Card Deck 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• Talking with your child helps your child to learn about letters and letter sounds, learn new words 
and ideas, practice hearing and saying words, and practice talking back and forth.  

• Helping your child with speech sounds and letters helps your child hear how language works, learn 
that letters relate to spoken sounds, link letters to their sounds, and read works later.  

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/sites/improvingliteracy1.uoregon.edu/files/briefs/Supporting-Your-Child-Literacy-Development-at-Home.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/no-search/iss/language-modeling-and-conversations/engaging-conversation-family-tips-talking.pdf
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-home
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-home
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/no-search/iss/language-modeling-and-conversations/thick-thin-family-tips.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/no-search/iss/language-modeling-and-conversations/asking-questions-family-tips.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/no-search/iss/language-modeling-and-conversations/expansions-family-tips.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/no-search/iss/language-modeling-and-conversations/novel-words-family-tips.pdf
https://improvingliteracy.org/sites/improvingliteracy1.uoregon.edu/files/SupportingYourChildsLiteracyDevelopmentBookmarks.pdf
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-community
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-community
http://libraries.idaho.gov/files/Phonological.pdf
https://libraries.idaho.gov/files/Phonological-Spanish.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/16294/urlt/ABCcarddeck.pdf
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Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop or related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
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Session 2: Talking About Books and Reading with Your Child  
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s interest in and 
engagement with reading 

• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• Wordless and non-wordless picture books 
• Sticky notes and pens 
• One copy per participant: 

o The Process of Dialogic Reading 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• Talking about books with your child helps your child see that pictures stand for real things, learn 
that print tells a story, find new ways to say things, and learn new words. 

• Reading with your child helps your child learn new sounds, words, and ideas; link letters to their 
sounds; and learn how books work. 

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 

Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop or related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
http://www.readaloud.org/downloads/DrHutton_pdr_handout.pdf
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Session 3: Asking Questions When Talking About or Reading Books  
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s listening 
comprehension skills 

• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• Wordless and non-wordless picture books 
• Sticky notes and pens 
• One copy per participant: 

o The Process of Dialogic Reading 
o Route to Reading: Help Your Child See the Journey’s End 
o Route to Reading: Be Your Child’s Tour Guide 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• Asking questions when talking about or reading books helps your child think in new ways, consider 
new words and ideas; explain her thinking; and make sense of letters, sounds, and words. 

• Ask questions before, during, and after reading. 

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 
• Engage participants in completing the strand quiz at the end of the session 

Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop or related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
http://www.readaloud.org/downloads/DrHutton_pdr_handout.pdf
https://improvingliteracy.org/sites/improvingliteracy1.uoregon.edu/files/SupportingYourChildsLiteracyDevelopmentBookmarks.pdf
https://improvingliteracy.org/sites/improvingliteracy1.uoregon.edu/files/SupportingYourChildsLiteracyDevelopmentBookmarks.pdf
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Elementary Strand 
Session 1: Reading with Your Child and Helping Your Child Understand 
What is Read 
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s interest in and 
engagement with reading 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s reading 
comprehension skills 

• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• Picture and/or chapter books 
• Sticky notes and pens 
• One copy per participant (in presentation order): 

o The Process of Dialogic Reading 
o Just Take 20: Questions to Ask Your Child When Reading Fiction 
o Just Take 20: Questions to Ask Your Child When Reading Nonfiction 
o Route to Reading: Help Your Child See the Journey’s End 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• Reading with your child helps your child learn new words and ideas; understand the purposes for 
reading; hear what reading sounds like; develop thinking and problem-solving skills; and enjoy 
reading and learning. 

• Ask questions that are about ideas or words from the book; can be answered with more than one 
or two words; and need information from the story to answer.  

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
http://www.readaloud.org/downloads/DrHutton_pdr_handout.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/16290/urlt/K2QF.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/16290/urlt/K2QNF.pdf
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-help-your-child-see-journeys-end
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-help-your-child-see-journeys-end
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Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop or related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
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Session 2: Helping Your Child with Speech Sounds and to Sound Out 
Words 
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s ability to 
recognize speech sounds and develop children’s word identification 

• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their language and early 
literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• One copy per participant (in presentation order): 

o Route to Reading: Tune-up in the Community 
o Words in a Sentence 
o Route to Reading: Help Your Child Fuel Up 
o Route to Reading: Keep Your Child’s Engine Running 
o Route to Reading: Tune-up at Home 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• Learning how speech can be broken into parts lays the foundation for breaking smaller sound parts 
in speech. 

• Correctly linking sounds to letters to sound out words helps your child read new words, recognize 
familiar words, and understand what is being read.  

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 

Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop for related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-community
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-community
https://cliengage.org/user-guides/PA_WordsInaSentence.pdf
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-help-your-child-fuel
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-help-your-child-fuel
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-keep-your-childs-engine-running
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-keep-your-childs-engine-running
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-home
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-tune-home
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Session 3: Reading Together to Develop Fluency  
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s oral reading skills 
• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• Picture and/or chapter books 
• One copy per participant: 

o Just Take 20: If You See It, Read it 
o Route to Reading: Be Your Child’s Tour Guide 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• Fluency is the ability to read words, phrases, sentences, and stories correctly, with enough speed 
and expression. Reading aloud frequently helps your child develop reading fluency. 

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 
• Engage participants in completing the strand quiz at the end of the session 

Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop or related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/35IYSIRI.pdf
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-be-your-childs-tour-guide
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-be-your-childs-tour-guide


 

 

improvingliteracy.org | twitter.com/NCILiteracy | facebook.com/improvingliteracy 

 

13 

Adolescent Strand 
Session 1: Reading with Your Child and Engaging in Conversations 
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities to help develop children’s critical thinking 
and reading comprehension skills 

• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• One copy per participant (in presentation order): 

o Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home 
o Just Take 20: Parenting Tips for Teaching Older Kids Conversation Skills 
o How to Encourage Higher Order Thinking (see PPT for directions on how to print) 
o How to Encourage Higher Order Thinking (Spanish) 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• Reading with your child helps your child build background knowledge of topics; discuss ideas and 
issues; see a model of what good reading sounds like; and learn words and how language works. 

• When engaging in conversations with your child, talk about school, friends, or current events. Ask 
questions about what your child is reading, listen to his answers, and discuss information read 
together.  

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 

Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop or related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/sites/improvingliteracy1.uoregon.edu/files/briefs/Supporting-Your-Child-Literacy-Development-at-Home.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/16293/urlt/68TOKCS.pdf
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Session 2: Offering a Literacy-rich Environment and Modeling Reading 
and Writing Behaviors 
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities for creating conditions for children to read 
and write 

• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• Chapter books 
• One copy per participant (in presentation order): 

o How to Help a Teen Choose a Book (see PPT for directions on how to print) 
o How to Help a Teen Choose a Book (Spanish)  
o How Can I Support My Adolescent’s Development as a Writer? 
o How Can I Support My Adolescent’s Development as a Writer? (Spanish) 
o How Do I Engage in Partner Reading With My Child? 
o How Do I Engage in Partner Reading With My Child? (Spanish) 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• A literacy-rich environment is a place that encourages reading and writing, such as listening to 
stories, reading together, and talking about ideas. To offer a literacy-rich environment, you can 
have a variety of reading material at home. 

• You can model reading and writing behaviors by reading and writing yourself and reading and 
writing together. Show your child how reading and writing is related to other activities. 

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 

Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop or related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://www.meadowscenter.org/files/resources/Parent_Flyer-Writing.pdf
https://www.meadowscenter.org/files/resources/ParentFlyer-Writing-Sp.pdf
https://www.meadowscenter.org/files/resources/ParentFlyer_PartnerReading.pdf
https://www.meadowscenter.org/files/resources/ParentFlyer-Partner-Sp.pdf
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Session 3: Being a Media Mentor and Motivating Your Child to Read 
Learning Objectives 

• To learn evidence-based strategies, tips, and activities that encourage children to read and 
examine information 

• To learn how to interact with children in ways that support and monitor their literacy development 

Materials and Equipment 
• Laptop computer with audio speakers, projector, and display screen* 
• Wireless internet connection* 
• Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development at Home tutorial link 
• One copy per participant (in presentation order): 

o Route to Reading: Be Your Child’s Tour Guide 

Big Ideas 
• Parents and caregivers play an important role in supporting children’s literacy development, 

especially when children are having difficulty. You can support your child in four key ways - by 
listening, looking, helping, and encouraging - while you and your child participate in activities 
together.  

• You can be a media mentor for your child by showing and telling what you are doing online and 
why. Help your child to be an educated consumer of information on the internet.  

• You can motivate your child to read by following your child’s lead. Talk with her about her lack of 
interest in reading, listen and acknowledge your child’s reasons, talk about how reading can be 
enjoyable, and continue to provide an environment that encourages your child to read. 

Procedure 
• Refer to session PowerPoint slides and speaker notes for facilitator guidance and instructions 
• Engage participants in completing the strand quiz at the end of the session 

Next Steps 
• Answer participant questions and provide time for comments 
• Distribute and collect an evaluation form from participants 
• Provide participants with information about the next workshop or related information if available 
• Encourage participants to try out strategies, tips, and activities learned during the workshop with 

children 

  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
https://improvingliteracy.org/module/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home-tutorial
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-be-your-childs-tour-guide
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/route-reading-be-your-childs-tour-guide
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Appendix 
Traditional or Virtual Workshop Agenda Example* 

[Title of Workshop] 
[Date, time, location] 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

Learning Objectives 

 

Evidence-based Strategies, Tips, and Activities for [topic] 

 

Questions and Comments 

 

Next Steps 
 

 

 

*For subsequent workshop agendas, consider incorporating a “share out” after the welcome and introduction for participants 
to talk about the strategies, tips, and activities they tried from the previous workshop and what happened.  

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
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Flipped Workshop Agenda Example* 

[Title of Workshop] 
[Date, time, location] 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

Learning Objectives 
 

Discussion of Evidence-based Strategies, Tips, and 
Activities for [topic] 

 

Questions and Comments 

 

Next Steps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*For subsequent workshop agendas, consider incorporating a “share out” after the welcome and introduction for participants 
to talk about the strategies, tips, and activities they tried from the previous workshop and what happened. 

https://improvingliteracy.org/
https://twitter.com/NCILiteracy
http://facebook.com/improvingliteracy
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